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Gun Violence in Higher Learning Institutions in the United States of America 
Introduction 
Gun violence occurring on higher learning institutions in the United States of America terminates the lives not only the students but also the employees and faculty (Birnbaum, 2012). Even after the massive killings, there is very little or no accurate data available concerning the role of guns in exacerbating or preventing violence in higher education campuses. Therefore, there have been numerous significant concern regarding campus security and safety (Smith, 2012).In April 207, national attention was drawn to higher education campus when Seung Hui, a senior employee at Virginia Technical University, wounded seventeen and killed thirty-two persons through the use of a gun. On second April 2012, a similar incident occurred Oikos University in which two nursing students were wounded and seven killed by one gunman (Bennett, Kraft & Grabb, 2013). A single gunman welding the guns promulgated the two tragedies.
In 2012 March Virginia Technical University tragedy (VTU) was carefully examined by a civil jury and held that the university is responsible for the death of 2 learners, awarding their families hugs sums of monetary resources (Mohney, 2012). While higher learning campus is usually a safe place, massive fallout from VTU massacre is often to make the colleges even safer (Smith, 2012).
University campuses, while considered to be cooperatively safer compared to their neighboring communities, are still highly vulnerable to firearm violence (Mohney, 2012). Universities, as well as middle-level colleges, are usually an easy target for violent firearm perpetrators (Smith, 2012). Numbers concerning the gun killings in the higher education campuses do not include the dozens of employees, students, and faculty was wounded during the university gun rampage. These number further does not include the individuals suffering from various mental problems due to firearm violence exposure 
Significantly firearm violence has happened in the American higher learning institutions for several decades (Bennett et al., 2013). The majority of the American citizens are aware of the Virginia Technical University tragedy as well as the atrocious loss of life which happened there. Virginia Technical University increasingly becomes more famous due to gun violence tragedies than for athletics or academics; Virginia Technical University has often become synonymous and associated with campus gun violence tragedy. However, Virginia Technical University is not alone in facing human havoc caused guns. The national coverage for higher learning institutions at Oikos University, Northern Illinois University, Casper College, and  Lone Star College.
Should people be allowed to carry guns to Campus?
Guns should not be allowed in campuses because firearm violence in these institutions is usually harming the environment of learning of universities and colleges in the United States of America. According to Smith (2012), gun paranoia and fear is often antithetical to establish the climate in which open, and free learning and debate thrive (Birnbaum, 2012). Mohney (2013) states that the issue concerning whether people should be allowed to carry firearms to college and university campuses is currently as the subject matter of controversy and vigorous debate.
During the 2008 fourteen day period, the survey link was to 331 member universities and colleges listed in the Higher Education Directory of 2006 Edition responding (Bennett et al., 2013). This survey indicated that 87 percent of the responding colleges and universities showed that had examined their safety and security laws and policies (Bennett et al., 2013). This situation is further complicated by the so-called concealed carry of guns (Mohney, 2012).
According to Birnbaum (2012) advocates who support the free carrying of concealed guns to higher education campuses urge that the colleges and universities gun regulations would be sampling blocks the citizens who are law- abiding, but would not be able to keep unlicensed firearms from the criminals. Most proponents of firearm (gun) rights often believe that violent firearm perpetrators may reconsider their attacking if they realize that concealed firearms were allowed in higher learning institutions. Additionally, these advocates claim that the ‘weapon free zones' do serve many purposes as well as the stickers on the universities and colleges showing ‘firearms are not allowed' are usually announcing to the gunmen or terrorists concerning the absence of the defensive guns (Mohney, 2012). Therefore, college or university announced that America's higher learning campus are firearm free merely offer the reckless invitation to the violent criminals or psychopaths (Wolfson & Gray, 2012). 
On the other hand, other proponents argue that people should not be allowed to carry guns to campuses. These proponents of gun rights claim that the academic freedom in colleges and universities would heavily be hampered if firearms were permissible on higher learning institutions (Birnbaum, 2012). The concealed handbag weapons such as guns more often than would detract students from a conducive learning environment; since open discussion or debate on critical matters might arouse different passions and stop meaningful dialogue because of fear of retaliation (Smith, 2012).
The scholarly writings and other literature offer no uniform point of view. There is no safe or secure campus path is provided. Like many other controversial matters, university and college concealed carry weapons provide minimal common grounds for the compromise. While logical and rational individuals need safe and secure higher education campuses, the path to this secure and safety broadly diverges (Birnbaum, 2012). Various advocates of these two mutually exclusive opinions ‘agree concerning the law and policy ends': the establishment and promotion of prosperity, safety, health, and security of their communities (Mohney, 2012). Despite the broad-based concerns regarding the college violence there is no appropriate consensus or agreement on the way of achieving security and safety perfectly. According to Smith (2012) even if the little is known concerning the primary role of firearms in exacerbating as well as preventing college violence.
Additionally it is not clear to what extent human devastations on university or college campuses could have been eliminated or minimized since the law-abiding employees, faculty, and students possessed the concealed guns (Wolfson &Gray, 2012). It is also unclear whether the prohibition of concealed weapons on higher learning institutions would facilitate gun safety at universities or colleges (Wolfson &Gray, 2012). This issue is critical since college and university campuses have an obligation of providing a safe and secure learning environment for their students.  
The restrictions that should be enforced 
To restrict the gun violence in campuses, the security officers need to be appropriately armed. Additionally, the university or college law enforcement agents provided with firearms must meet the required standards created for the utilization of those guns as determined by the Texas state. College campuses need to establish, clear policy documents which should be adopted and implemented, developing such firearms as defensive weapons (Smith, 2012).
Lack of Guidance Concerning Safety of Campuses
Both the central and Texas state governments have removed or eased several impediments for many civilians to carry guns. Neither the Texas legislature nor the U.S Supreme Court has offered guidance and direction concerning the possession of weapons on universities and colleges in Texas (Smith, 2012). The matter of weapons on higher learning institutions was not addressed by the decisions of Supreme Court either (Birnbaum, 2012), or mainly left the discretion of every individual college or university campus (Mohney, 2012). State laws and policies comparatively vary concerning allowing people to carry guns to school. Texas, for instance, prohibits weapons on higher education campuses unless the individual has the permission of the university or college security and safety directors. While other states such as Colorado allows people to carry guns freely any place in the country (Mohney, 2012).
While the central government and the federal government have made a significant declaration about the possession of guns by the people, none appropriately addressed nor affected the issues of weapons on university or colleges. The U.S Supreme Court mainly chose not to make a decision or ruling on the guns in higher learning institutions. Likewise, the Texas legislature did not decide the firearms on the higher education campuses, leaving the present policies and laws affected. This clearly shows that two arms of government in the United States of America, the Texas Legislature and the judiciary have not offered direction and guidance regarding the concealed weapons on universities or colleges.
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	Figure 1: Status of State campus gun carry laws 
What other Changes in Policy Should take place to decrease the amount of gun violence
The right to acquire a firearm is usually enshrined in the constitution of the United States of America, and they are more than two hundred and sixty-five guns owned by private citizens in the country. The following are the ways can be used to reduce the level of firearm violence in the United States of America
Purchasing of firearms should be made like purchasing the cars
The effective policy should be enacted requiring each buyer, of age, to acquire a license which includes the modest gun usage training program, and the registration of the entire purchases.
Enactment and passing of firearm laws and policies which will reduce firearm violence 
The central government and the state legislature should pass laws which should enhance the reduction of gun violence. For example, there should extreme-risk protection gun orders, also called firearm-violence restraining orders. These orders will require the law enforcement agencies and family members to petition to bar an at-risk individual from purchasing guns temporarily.
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Table 1: Status of State Campus Carry Laws as of May 2016
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